Mr. President,
Thailand realizes that education is a basic right to all therefore the National Education Act indicates that everyone has the right to access to at least twelve years of free quality basic education.  Moreover, in 2005, we started to provide basic education to every child regardless of nationalities and legal statuses.  Since then, every school in Thailand must allow migrant children both legal and illegal, unregistered children and stateless children to enroll in Thai school with no cost to enjoy the right to education equally to Thai children.  Currently, there are over 100,000 children under these categories studying in Thai schools and we are proud to inform the meeting that the Government of Thailand has annually allocated over 10 million US dollars to provide education to them.  This amount of budget includes tuition fee, textbooks, uniforms, education materials and extra activities which cover all cost equal to Thai children.

Regarding human rights education, Thailand can assure the meeting that the Ministry of Education, the main agency responsible for education provision, has placed high priority to instill human rights concept to our children, particularly in primary and secondary levels.  In our curriculum, we have a separate subject on civic education which includes rights and responsibilities of Thai citizens.  Nevertheless, some human rights concept is also integrated in other subjects aiming to promote global citizenship education, one of the priorities of the United Nations Secretary-General’s Global Education Initiative.  The Ministry of Education of Thailand has also encouraged schools to conduct extra activities and non-classroom activities to promote human rights learning. Moreover, the Ministry of Education, in collaboration with some international organizations, namely UNDP, UNICEF, and UNESCO, has continuously organized activities related to awareness raising to our children.  As teachers play a vital role to education, the Ministry of Education also promotes capacity building for teachers to enable them to have more skills to design education materials and have new teaching learning methods in teaching human rights to their students.   In addition, human rights issues are taught in universities, particularly as a subject mainly for a law degree as part of courses dealing with international law.  Moreover, there is a university in Thailand, Mahidol University, has set up Institute of Human Rights and Peace Studies to provide international postgraduate degree on human rights.   There are also some other academies providing human rights education and training, namely Police Academy, Military Schools and King Prajadhipok Institute.   

The Ministry of Education has also developed an action plan on human rights education during 2014-2018 based on the National Human Rights Plan aiming to set up a framework for the Ministry of Education to ensure wide coverage of education for all.  Recently, a workshop was organized for education officers to equip them with a better understand of various delivery system to make sure that inclusive quality education will be provided, particular to marginalized and vulnerable groups.             
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